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OCC Partners with Kaiser 
Permanente, Abound Food Care 
to Combat Food Insecurity 
Orange Coast College partnered with Kaiser Permanente and 

Abound Food Care for a volunteer event on Saturday, Aug. 
27 aimed at addressing food insecurity in the community. 

Kaiser Permanente staff and their families visited OCC’s 
Recovery Kitchen to make and package ready-to-eat meals 
using recovered food. Volunteers were also given a tour of 
OCC’s new state-of-the-art facilities as well as the College’s 
Pirates’ Cove food pantry, where many of the meals would be 
delivered in preparation for the start of the fall semester. 

“Using excess edible food to create meals that address food 
insecurity is an important component in delivering the well-
rounded [food and beverage services] program offered at OCC,” 
says program coordinator and faculty member Alexandra Yates. 
“We were excited to provide an opportunity for our supporters at 

Kaiser Permanente to get a hands-on look at our program.” 

Senior Vice President and area Manager at Kaiser Permanente 
also notes the ways in which food recovery ties into the work 
of the hospital care provider. “Addressing food insecurity is vital 
to improving health outcomes, he says” Abound Food Care’s 
work in delivering Medically Tailored Meals is an important 
step in addressing the health needs of a particularly vulnerable 
population. Our staff was excited to contribute their time to learn 
more about, and produce, meals at OCC.” 

Mike Learakos, CEO at Abound Food Care, reiterates this 
sentiment. “While an estimated one in nine Americans are food 
insecure, 30 percent of edible food ends up in a landfill,” he 
says. “As we work toward eliminating food waste and food 
insecurity, having partners like Kaiser Permanente and Orange 
Coast College is invaluable. Bringing them together provides an 
opportunity to grow the network of organizations committed to 
improving the health of our communities.” 

Volunteers were able to cook and package 648 meals and  
200 cookies on Saturday, half of which was delivered to the 
Pirates’ Cove. 

Calendar
Save the Date!
September 21- Community STEM 
Night, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.,  
OCC Planetarium

October 2 - Orange County 
Children’s Book Festival,  
9:30 a.m.– 4 p.m., OCC Campus

2701 Fairview Rd., Costa Mesa, California • (714) 432-5072





ORANGECOASTCOLLEGE.EDU

APPLY NOW @ ORANGECOASTCOLLEGE.EDU

DOWNLOAD THE OCBUS APP OR VISIT OCBUS.COM/OCC

ORANGE COAST COLLEGE
STUDENTS RIDE FREE

THIS RIDE'S
ON US ORANGE COAST COLLEGE

STUDENTS RIDE FREE

THIS RIDE'S
ON US

DOWNLOAD THE OCBUS APP OR VISIT OCBUS.COM/OCC

UPDATE • Orange Coast College  I  3 

OCC Announces Partnership 
with OCTA to Provide Free Bus 
Service for Students 
Orange Coast College has partnered with the Orange County 

Transportation Authority to provide students with free 
unlimited bus transportation on OCTA’s 53 fixed bus routes.

 The new free bus program will allow all full-time, part-time and 
non-credit enrolled students at Coast to access OCTA’s local 
fixed routes via the OC Bus app for mobile phones. Students 
who do not own a smartphone will be provided a physical bus 
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